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responsibilities included the strategic development and introduction
of Telematics and Industry 4.0 for construction sites. He also worked
for HYDAC Electronic GmbH and TTControl GmbH, both providers
of high-performance control solutions for mobile machinery. "It's
hard to imagine construction sites without digitalization nowadays,"
says Heidrich. "Even tower cranes are already equipped with many
digital features assisting the crane operator or telematics solutions
like WOLFF Link. | want to pick up here and drive the concept of the
‘autonomous crane' forward".

Digital WOLFFs

In a first step, Heidrich plans to increase resources for Digitalization
in the R&D and Engineering Department at WOLFFKRAN. Accord-
ing to Heidrich, future WOLFF cranes should not only work more au-
tonomously and be digitally networked in real-time but should in-
creasingly become an intelligent component of the entire construc-
tion site logistics and Building Information Modeling (BIM). "The
crane's functionality will change from simply lifting and lowering
loads to digital materials tracking, documentation of the construction
progress, and traceability of building materials," says Heidrich look-
ing into the future. "WOLFFKRAN has been the innovation driver and
technical pioneer in the industry from the very beginning. On this ba-
sis, | want to take the company further into the digital future.”
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WOLFFKRAN's new CTO Thomas Heidrich wants to
make the WOLFF pack more digital. Privately he also en-
joys analogous activities such as fishing, sailing, and en-
durance sports.
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WOLFFKRAN is a leading manufacturer of premium quality tower cranes with a tradition spanning
over 150 years. With its own rental fleet of some 700 tower cranes it is also one of the largest crane
rental businesses in the world. WOLFFKRAN is headquartered in Zug, Switzerland and has

manufacturing sites in Heilbronn and Luckau, Germany, and Lukhovitsy, Russia. It currently employs
a global workforce of approx. 800 people in its three manufacturing sites and its sales and service
subsidiaries located across Western and Central Europe, the Middle East and the United States.




