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Three WOLFF cranes build soaring Bruckner Tower in Linz,
Austria
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Linz – July 2020. It's not just in North America and Asia where
the growing demand for urban housing is being met through
the construction of high-rise apartment buildings. The city of
Linz in Austria is also getting in on the trend. By 2025, six new
skyscrapers will rise skywards in the city on the Danube. One
of them is the Bruckner Tower, featuring 356 apartments across
31 floors, along with a school and a nursery. Austrian contractor HABAU Hoch- und Tiefbaugesellschaft commissioned three
WOLFF Clear cranes to erect the 98-meter structure.
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Two of the three red giants currently dominate the skyline of Linz’s
Urfahr district. With impressive tower heights of 120.4 meters and
131.6 meters respectively, the two flat top WOLFF 6031.12 Clear
cranes are exceeded only by the Linz Cathedral. Not surprisingly
since the Bruckner Tower will become the city’s third-tallest building
upon completion in 2021.
Keeping construction in flow
Because the construction site is in a high-traffic zone and local authority regulations prohibited the closing of the surrounding street,
the two flat top cranes had to be assembled on the site itself using a
160-ton mobile crane. The WOLFFKRAN team fitted both cranes
with the space-saving TV 20 tower system with a dimension of only
2 x 2 meters. Both WOLFF cranes were climbed to their final heights
in just two stages. “Thanks to their design, the two WOLFF cranes
only needed to be tied to the building twice despite their slender dimensions and considerable tower heights,” explains WOLFFKRAN
Austria Sales Director Istok Kutos. “This not only lowers costs, but
also ensure that the flow of construction is disrupted as little as possible, which makes the crane concept especially efficient for the customer.” A last-minute structural change also required a switch in the
jib length of the two cranes, which WOLFFKRAN responded to flexibly.
Up to mid-2019, a third WOLFF 6031.12 Clear with a 46.5-meter
hook height was in use at the site for the construction of the school’s
gymnasium. The other two cranes will remain on the site through the
end of 2020 primarily for in-situ concrete work.
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More than just a crane
HABAU already benefited from WOLFFKRAN’s vast experience in
high-rise projects even before construction began. “Our engineers
were involved in the planning of the building and supported the process with expert advice and technical drawings,” says Kutos.
WOLFFKRAN customer HABAU boasts a pack of 16 WOLFF
cranes. The family-owned company and WOLFFKRAN Austria have
been partners for many years and successfully completed many projects together. Recent examples include the housing and hotel complex at the Vienna Belvedere and the new “Ensemble” development
on the Erdberger Lände grounds in Vienna, for which nine WOLFF
cranes were used.
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WOLFFKRAN is a leading manufacturer of premium quality tower cranes with a tradition spanning
over 150 years. With its own rental fleet of some 700 tower cranes it is also one of the largest crane
rental businesses in the world. WOLFFKRAN is headquartered in Zug, Switzerland and has
manufacturing sites in Heilbronn and Luckau, Germany, and Lukhovitsy, Russia. It currently employs
a global workforce of approx. 800 people in its three manufacturing sites and its sales
2 and service
subsidiaries located across Western and Central Europe, the Middle East and the United States.
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Picture source: Peter Landsmann (Please specify if used.)
Two red WOLFF
cranes with 120.4 m
and 131.6 m hook
heights are currently
standing at the Bruckner Tower in Linz.

Despite their impressive height, the
cranes manage with
only two tie-downs
each. This brings economic advantages
and the construction
process is disturbed
as little as possible.
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WOLFFKRAN Austria
and HABAU Hochund Tiefbaugesellschaft m.b.H. have
enjoyed a long-standing partnership. The
picture shows
WOLFFKRAN Austria
Managing Director
Zeljko Tenjovic (l.)
and Sales Manager
Istok Kutos in front of
the Bruckner Tower.
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The city of Linz in
Austria is also getting
in on the trend of
high-rise apartment
buildings. After completion, the Bruckner
Tower is to be the
third highest building
in the city.
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