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As Green as it Gets — Six WOLFF Cranes Move 60,000 Cubic Me-
ters of Concrete for the Memmingen Hospital

Memmingen, Germany — March 2026. A new hospital complex is be-
ing built in the north of Memmingen on an approx. 7.7-hectare site.
The building will comprise six floors, 480 beds, and a gross floor
area of over 75,000 square meters. Building shell construction has
been underway since February 2025. Six WOLFF cranes are oper-
ating on the construction site — painted in the company’s signa-
ture green for the client, the Glass GmbH construction company.
In addition to high material handling capacity, precise site plan-
ning was particularly crucial.

While one WOLFF 6531.12 Cross was used for site preparation and
dismantled again in autumn 2025, the remaining five WOLFF cranes
will, over their average deployment period of 16 months, move around
60,000 cubic meters of concrete and 10,000 tons of reinforcing steel on
the hospital construction site. With tip load capacities of up to 3.3 tons
(WOLFF 6531.12 Cross), maximum lifting capacities of up to 16.5 tons
(WOLFF 7534.16 Clear), and hoisting speeds of up to 185 m/min
(WOLFF 7534.16), the fleet is perfectly equipped for this “material bat-
tle”. Since the beginning of last year, the cranes have been operating
12 hours a day without pause.

A Matter of Positioning

The high performance of the green WOLFF cranes is not all that is re-
quired on this construction site. Wolffkran contributed its structural en-
gineering expertise already during the early planning phase and sup-
ported the definition of crane locations, which proved in this project to
be structurally demanding. The cranes were placed in zones that will
later be used as light wells. These areas contain underground rainwater
infiltration systems. In addition, a lower-lying building section housing a
wastewater pumping station is located beneath one of the crane posi-
tions.

“Because high compressive loads are not permitted in these areas, the
crane foundations had to be designed so that forces are safely trans-
ferred into load-bearing ground. Hook heights and crane positions were
selected accordingly to ensure compliance with permissible corner
loads and overall ground stability,” explains Wolfgang Kavelius, Sales
Executive Germany at Wolffkran. “At the same time, five cranes can
work simultaneously despite overlapping working areas,” Kavelius
adds.
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A Solid Foundation

The cranes were installed on cross frames with special precast con-
crete counterweights produced by Glass GmbH in its own concrete
plant. These are designed so they can be removed individually during
dismantling — partly by neighboring tower cranes and partly using mo-
bile cranes. This ensures that the infiltration function of the underground
rainwater infiltration systems is preserved.

A Strong Partnership

“For complex projects like the one in Memmingen, close coordination
and technical expertise are essential,” says Michael Stehr, Head of
Crane Technology at Glass. “When large volumes of material have to
be moved every day, you need cranes that deliver consistent perfor-
mance — and a partner who already knows what matters during the
planning phase. That's exactly what we value about Wolffkran,” Stehr
adds.

Glass has been relying on Wolffkran for 14 years. The fleet now com-
prises 44 WOLFF cranes; eight new WOLFF cranes were added just
last year alone. Glass is currently working with WOLFF cranes on pro-
jects including the expansion of the production site of the pharmaceuti-
cal company Daiichi-Sanyo in Pfaffenhofen and the construction of a
new paper machine plant for Fripa in Miltenberg.

Crane specifications on this construction site:

WOLFF Crane base Jib ra- Hook Max. lifting ca-
dius, m rneight, ﬁ)aaccilt)ég:)eaaclity’ t

6531.12 Cross | Cross Frame 65,0 33,8 3,3/12,0
6531.12 Cross | Cross Frame 65,0 38,3 3,3/12,0
6023.8 Clear Cross Frame 60,0 251 2,3/8,5
6023.8 Clear Cross Frame 55,0 43,2 3,1/8,5
7032.12 Clear | Cross Frame 70,0 60,8 2,8/12,0
7534.16 Clear | Cross Frame 75,0 74,5 29/16,5
6531.12 Cross | Cross Frame 65,0 33,8 3,3/12,0
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WOLFFKRAN is a leading manufacturer of premium quality tower cranes with a tradition spanning
over 170 years. With its own rental fleet of around 800 tower cranes it is also one of the largest crane
rental businesses in the world. WOLFFKRAN is headquartered in Zug, Switzerland and has

manufacturing sites in Heilbronn and Luckau, Germany. It currently employs a global workforce o
approx. 870 people in its two manufacturing sites and its sales and service subsidiaries located

across Western and Central Europe, the Middle East and the United States.
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As Green as it Gets: Five of six WOLFF cranes are currently respon-

sible for handling 60,000 cubic meters of concrete and 10,000 tonnes
of steel on the Memmingen construction site. They will remain in op-
eration there until the end of 2026.
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From this perspective, it is perhaps hardly apparent, but determining
the crane locations was a critical challenge. Glass GmbH calculated
these jointly with Wolffkran’s experienced structural engineering
team.
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